
Eleftheria Square and Surrounding Area Renovation 

The project, located at a dense crossing on the Venetian walls of Nicosia connecting 

the inner-wall city with the outer urban area, is situated among vernacular, traditional, 

cultural and natural elements, elements that the MVDR prize rules consider as critical 

for architecture to respond to.  

Eleftheria Square valiantly addresses all these site components through an innovative 

approach of a unifying landscape formation that while it eloquently connects the 

upper city level with the lower level of the Venetian Walls’ mout, it also implements 

two differentiated areas: an urban open-air piazza and an urban park. 

The distinct urban and architectural qualities of these two levels, while formally 

amalgamated, create highly differentiated spatial experiences to the pedestrian 

visitor. 

The upper level ‘piazza’, through direct geometrical negotiation with the venetian 

walls, reflects to the past of the city by responding to their circular shape, but also 

looks to its future by implementing a tense curvilinear and elevated balcony 

overlooking the park and the city. This slightly inclined (but just enough to rise above 

the walls) and elevated amphitheatric square, becomes a new focal point for the 

city, where events and social gatherings can take place. 

The lower park level, extends on both sides of the balcony, which becomes a large 

canopy providing a unique shaded area in the heart of Nicosia. This large urban roof, 

detached from the Venetian Walls and perforated to allow minimum (but again just 

enough) light through, is supported on several elegant concrete columns creating a 

‘levitating’ sense, which minimizes the effect such a large concrete structure could 

have. It successfully transforms a previously neglected area of Nicosia into a ‘secret’ 

garden retreat with its own microclimate and distinct spatial qualities. Pathways and 

benches, situated among trees and fountains organized through geometrical 

patterns provide varying level of densities and possible directions for the pedestrians 

towards resting areas or areas for activities. 

The project distances itself from the Venetian Wall, creating a promenade around it, 

protecting its status as a cultural and heritage monument.  

The ‘artistic’ value of the project can be identified in the unifying flowing lines that 

define its overall shape, orient and direct the pedestrian movement in the form of 

ramps, walkways or floor lights. And also in small-scale construction details that can 

be found in fountains, benches, railings and many other installations and constructions 

throughout the site.  

Eleftheria square project re-established the area not only as a gateway to the inner-

wall city of Nicosia and as a starting point for pedestrians to reconnect with the wider 

area of Nicosia, but also as a unique destination by itself.  


