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Introduction

PART C

Scientific research in Cyprus started in the early 20th century and put an end to the looting of its archaeological wealth by diplomats and antiquity smugglers who were still active to a considerable extent even in
the last quarter of the 19th century. A significant number of antiquities were collected as a result of extensive excavations conducted initially by the Swedish Cyprus Expedition in the whole of Cyprus and subsequently at Egkomi and at many other sites.

PART B

Cyprus, situated at the easternmost part of the Mediterranean in the cove of three continents and at the
crossroads of sea communication routes, was naturally influenced by the most ancient civilisations that
flourished in the region. Inhabited from the 10th millennium B.C., Cyprus demonstrates a rich archaeological heritage that is disproportionate to its size. Its land, rich in copper, has been host to diverse civilisations
and served as a melting pot of influences, thus creating a culture with its own distinct traits.

PART Α

THE CYPRUS MUSEUM

Cypriot archaeology began slowly, but steadily, to gain its rightful place in the study of ancient Mediterranean civilisations. With the Independence of Cyprus in 1960, an unprecedented advancement of Cypriot
archaeology was instigated with a great number of foreign missions initiating their own excavation research in addition to the excavations undertaken by the Department of Antiquities. Major development
projects pre-empted an increase of rescue excavations that enriched the Cyprus Museum, as well as District Museums. At the same time, the excavations of the foreign archaeological missions have increased,
as well as those of the University of Cyprus. As a result, there is a dire need for the storage as well as exhibition of this new archaeological material. It was exactly these needs that led to the project vision for a
new building for the Cyprus Museum.
The Turkish invasion of 1974 delivered a tremendous blow to Cypriot archaeology and put an end, temporarily, to the project vision for a new building for the Museum. Cypriot archaeology, however, recovered
soon after that, thanks to the solidarity of the international archaeological community, but also owing to the
increasing interest for the role played by Cyprus in the prehistoric and historic times.
The ancient civilisation of Cyprus gained the appreciation of all scholars of Mediterranean archaeology, not
only for the vital role it played in the Eastern Mediterranean, but also for the unique character of ancient
Cypriot art. The Cyprus Museum is the treasury and repository of the archaeological wealth of the island. It
houses inscriptions, sculpture, jewellery, objects made of copper, glass, ivory, clay etc. More than 4000 objects are displayed which, together with the thematic exhibitions, cover all facets of Cypriot art from the
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PART D

It was therefore deemed necessary to form a body for the management of the archaeological wealth, and
also to update the legislation, which was enforced in 1935. Prior to the founding of the Department of Antiquities, the Cyprus Museum was under the management of the Cyprus Museum Committee. The erection of the current Cyprus Museum began in 1908 and was founded for the purpose of housing the cultural
heritage of the Cypriots and thus promoting their identity (by their demand), in a period of time when
Cyprus was under British rule. The museum was completed in 1935 while in 1950 offices were added for
the Department’s staff.

Neolithic to the Roman period. Historically and archaeologically outstanding pieces of the early Byzantine
period are also displayed, as an exception.
The present building of the Cyprus Museum, designed for the needs of the early 20th century, has long
since accomplished its mission. The New building of the Museum will need to feature spacious exhibition
rooms, suitably equipped for the application of modern technology regarding the lighting, air-conditioning
and informational media for an educational presentation of the “person behind the find”.
The laboratories and storerooms will need to satisfy the requirements of the modern science of conservation, and to enable the study of archaeological wealth.
Museums constitute today an active element of the modern society of citizens, an integral part of everyday
education and coupled with schools will play a very important role in raising the awareness of the audience for the appreciation of the heritage. The construction of spaces to host lectures, exhibitions, receptions and similar events in combination with areas for catering and for supporting outdoor functions, will
contribute into turning the new building of the Museum to a living core of our society, but also to an accessible, multidimensional museum that promotes dialogue and participation.
The new Museum will be erected in the extensive plot adjacent to the Pedieos River, near the present-day
Cyprus Museum. Together, they will constitute an island of culture within a discretely shaped environment.
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SECTION A

The Setting For The New
Cyprus Museum
PART Α

1. THE NEW CYPRUS MUSEUM AS PART OF THE CULTURAL DISTRICT OF
LEFKOSIA (NICOSIA)
The New Cyprus Museum will be an important cultural reference point of international significance for the
people of Cyprus. The location on which it will be erected is an area of Lefkosia (Nicosia), which will develop on the one hand into a cultural quarter of the city, and on the other into a cultural destination for all
visitors. It will include a number of cultural services, while at the same time it will allow the exploration of
the world famous cultural heritage of Cyprus in multiple ways.

PART B

The New Cyprus Museum will house permanent and periodical exhibitions that will display the archaeological material of Cyprus, and will also borrow objects from museum collections abroad for periodical exhibitions. At the same time, it will give the opportunity for Cypriot collections that are dispersed around the
world to be promoted in various ways.

PART C

The museum should be able to accommodate performances by artists, educational programmes,
formal/informal events and activities, so as to give the audience the opportunity to explore and be involved
with the history and cultural heritage of Cyprus from many different perspectives. Therefore, the Architect
will need to take into consideration that the museum will function as a wider cultural centre.

PART D

The new site of the Museum will be used as a space that one can visit simply for its amenities and services, without necessarily having to enter the Museum. For this reason, the urban role of the Museum is to
bring together the various communities, contributing to the creation of a vibrant public space.
There should be many more things that one could see and do within one day. This will increase the attractiveness of the city to visitors of varying backgrounds, as well as increase interest in the organisation of
conferences/events, for short weekend breaks, short day breaks etc.

2. THE RELATION BETWEEN COLLECTIONS AND THE PUBLIC ON A
GLOBAL SCALE
The development of technology will help the new museum to start operating gradually as a key centre,
connecting its collections with the public from around the world, as well as with archaeological sites, local
and district museums and monuments located throughout Cyprus.
2.1 CYPRUS AND THE WORLD
The public around the world which includes students, teachers, academics, tourists and archaeologists is
interested in the collections, the services and the products of the new museum. The New Cyprus Museum
will provide many opportunities for the public’s involvement in its activities (either directly, or indirectly).
For example, through the use of new technologies, collections that are dispersed around the world will be
reunited virtually; it will be possible for fragmentary collections to be brought together with important
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finds from other museums and to be incorporated in exhibitions; through the use of the technology of teleconferencing museum professionals will be able to reach students, teachers and other professionals.
2.2 THE NEW CYPRUS MUSEUM AND THE REST OF CYPRUS
The New Cyprus Museum will narrate the history of the whole island and provide educational programmes that will also encourage collaboration between museums. It will also link with other museums
and archaeological sites on the island, by connecting the finds of exhibitions with their site of discovery
and by encouraging visitors to visit them.

3. THE VISITORS TO THE NEW CYPRUS MUSEUM
The New Cyprus Museum has a real opportunity to attract a wide-ranging public by focusing on attracting
individuals to pay a visit at the actual site, or embark on a virtual tour. Currently, the number of visitors to
the Cyprus Museum is relatively low (31,760 visitors in 2015), and unpublished information reveals that an
overwhelming majority are foreign visitors. The visitors of the Cyprus Museum today represent a low percentage of the total of local inhabitants and tourists, which amount approximately to 2.66 million.
The New Cyprus Museum must focus on attracting more local visitors, by triggering repeated visits to the
museum. This can be accomplished with innovative and interactive exhibitions in combination with a dynamic and diverse programme of events.
The promotion of learning must be one of the main functions of the Museum, for visitors of different ages
and different backgrounds. Museums provide learning methods that are very different to those of conventional learning in classrooms. Museums are able to communicate with their audiences in multiple ways
that satisfy all kinds of educational preferences, not only through using the exhibits but also through the
use of multi-media, the magic of the space itself and the chance to undergo experiences for the first time
that kindle the audience’s interest (the feeling of “being there”).

4. THE VISION AND MISSION OF THE NEW CYPRUS MUSEUM
The Vision of the Museum outlines what the Museum ought to be, whereas the Mission of the Museum
outlines what the Museum ought to do in order to implement its vision.
4.1 THE VISION
To turn the New Cyprus Museum into an international centre for Cypriot archaeology, a model museum
with a new museological approach and create worldwide interest in the museum and in the island.
4.2 THE MISSION
The Museum ought to serve as an international-level public body that is dedicated to development, care,
study, presentation and interpretation of museum collections, with consistency towards its important public role, but also to maintain awareness of its entrepreneurial opportunities.
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SECTION B

The Development Of The
Museum
The creation of a New Cyprus Museum is a composite process. It will not simply be a larger version of the
existing museum. Contemporary museological approaches recognise that the planning of the exhibitions
of the museum, as well as its surrounding areas and buildings, must have a dynamic potential.

PART Α

1. UNDERSTANDING THE SITE

PART B

The characteristic and unique collection of the New Cyprus Museum, the cultural services it will offer, the
high-quality catering services (restaurants, cafeterias) and retail sales (museum shops), in combination
with its important urban location and green spaces, need to be considered as key-components for a new
cultural destination.
The new museum has a crucially important role to play in accomplishing this vision of Lefkosia (Nicosia)
in the future, which will gain worldwide recognition for Cyprus as an international cultural centre.
1.2 ACCESS TO THE SITE
The site is located west of the Venetian Walls in the Civic and Cultural Zone of Lefkosia (Nicosia), which is
the capital of Cyprus. Pedieos river is on the west of the site, Tziabacharlal Nechrou Avenue and the
Nicosia Municipal Gardens are on the north, and Chelon (Cheilonos) Street is on the south (see Appendix
C1.4, Fig. 1). Tziabacharlal Nechrou Avenue is one of the main traffic corridors of Lefkosia (Nicosia), serving the circulation1 in one way direction towards the west starting from the junction with Museum Avenue
and ending at the junction with Cinyra Street. On the south, the site is surrounded by Chelon (Cheilonos)
Street which is a two way traffic corridor, connecting the west and south west part of the city with the city
centre. Relatively high traffic volumes can occur in both morning and afternoon peak hours. Car and
pedestrian access to the site can be found in both Tziabacharlal Nechrou Avenue and Cinyra Street. Due to

1. The Architect should note that roads in Cyprus carry traffic on the left-hand side.
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PART D

There are many possibilities and ways in which to associate the new museum with other cultural centres
of the quarter, such as the Cyprus Theatre Organization, the A.G. Leventis Art Gallery, the kastelliotissa
Medieval Hall, and the “Fytorio” exhibition space in the Municipal Gardens across from the site of the museum. Furthermore, the New Cyprus Museum must function in coordination with the old Cyprus Museum.
The latter will be converted into the Byzantine and Medieval Museum and thus will ensure the continuity of
the narration of the history of Cyprus. Thus, the connection of the New Cyprus Museum with the old
Cyprus Museum is an important parameter.

PART C

1.1 THE CULTURAL DISTRICT
The site of the New Cyprus Museum (see Part C1) is situated within the wider area of the cultural quarter,
which extends north and southwest of the city. Its proximity to the Venetian Walls provides a cultural and
natural setting, which can be utilised for activities and relaxation. Planning will need to take into consideration its relation with the character of the wider urban area.

the relative increase of traffic in the following years, it is proposed that access to the site in the future
could be served from both corridors. The precise location of entrances and the planning of parking
spaces, both above ground and underground (see paragraph 10), will be proposed by the Architect. Service access and car park access should be along Chelon (Cheilonos) Street, with possible secondary exit
on Tziabacharlal Nechrou Avenue.
To the west of the site, a paved path for pedestrians and cyclists can be found along site the Pedieos River.
This path extends for many kilometres to the south and connects both the site as well as the cultural district to the wider urban area of Lefkosia (Nicosia). The New Cyprus Museum will need to make effective
use of this feature.
To the east of the site, there is a wide junction (Museum Avenue, Homer Avenue, Tziabacharlal Nechrou
Avenue and Vyronos Avenue). This represents a nodal point along the cultural axis.
Access to the site is possible through the use of the Public Transport bus system. Buses serve the needs of
commuting, connecting other municipalities, adjacent to Nicosia Municipality, Egkomi, Strovolos, Agios Dometios and even more remote areas and other municipalities with the Lefkosia (Nicosia) City Centre. Although
the modal share is relatively low (5.3 %, 2015), the aim is to increase it up to 8–10 % by the end of 2020.
1.3 ExISTING HISTORICAL BUILDING AT THE SITE
A historical stone building on the site will be preserved and may constitute part of the New Cyprus Museum. It should be integrated into the general master plan and its preservation will be part of Phase B.
1.4 ExISTING TREES
The existing clusters of trees on Tziabacharlal Nechrou Street and alongside the river bank will be retained and integrated with the landscape design requirements of the Competition. All trees to be preserved, are shown on the Topographical Survey (see Appendix C1.3). Despite the above, an effort should
be made to retain as many trees as possible.

2. GENERAL GUIDELINES
2.1 PROVISIONS AND REqUIREMENTS
The Architect will need to take into consideration that designing a building/s, which will house archaeological collections, forms part of the overall experience of the visitor. The building/s as well as the designing
of the permanent and periodical exhibitions and other elements, such as the museum shop, must transmit to the visitors a unique, uniform identity that they will identify with the New Cyprus Museum.
It is important to stress also the significance of landscaping, the parking spaces, the internal traffic flow,
the pavements, the surrounding area, pedestrians’ access from and to open-air and parking spaces.
The interior planning, the development, structure, arrangement, the connection and allocation of spaces
need to ensure maximum effectiveness, easy access, a sense of comfort and friendly use by staff and the
public. Furthermore, special attention will need to be paid to the mechanical and electrical installations
and systems installations which should be appropriately positioned and concealed so that they do not affect the architectural composition.
It is essential that the Architect takes into account all the factors that contribute to the environmental controls in the museum, as, for example, ensuring the monitoring of such parameters as temperature, humidity, light etc., taking into consideration the requirements relating to the specific material of the
exhibited objects. The building/s must be designed in such a way as to monitor the amount of sunlight to
be allowed in and also monitor particular fluctuations of light in the interior of the building in relation to the
human eye. All parameters relating to saving energy should be taken into account.
The Architect should take into consideration that all legislation and regulations relating to public buildings
and museums in particular, concerning security, safety, fire protection and fire fighting, accessibility, en-
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ergy efficiency and all other relevant matters will be complied with. Also, the Architect should take into
consideration the specialised nature of the museum’s contents with relation to fire fighting provisions.
Section C (Building Programme) lays out the specifications and conditions that will need to apply to the
various spaces to ensure a safe, healthy and comfortable space for the visitors, staff, and the antiquities.
2.2 PUBLIC AREAS/ NON-PUBLIC AREAS
There are multiple public functions of the New Cyprus Museum. These include the permanent and periodical exhibition area, the educational centre, the conference hall, cafeteria and restaurant.
The non-public functions of the Museum include the administration, the management of the store-rooms
and of the antiquities, the laboratories and also the unloading services.
The New Cyprus Museum must be designed in such a way so as to give the museum the greatest possible flexibility. For instance, certain functions will be operating independently of the Museum’s opening
hours such as the restaurant, cafeteria, the library, the conference hall and the offices of the Department
of Antiquities.

PART Α

2.3 THE PERMANENT ExHIBITION AREA
Furthermore, the Museum is required to provide the Museologist with the flexibility of a raised floor, which
will give access to the services (e.g. power supply, security
systems etc.) and provide for special installations for specific exhibits.

PART B

Special attention should be paid to the importance of lighting in the permanent exhibition area, whether
natural or artificial, diffused, intense or muted, wherever desired.
PART C

The process of discovery of archaeological objects in their context should be given primary importance.
From the scope of the exhibition design this is an interesting possibility for the presentation and interpretation of the archaeological material.
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PART D

2.4 ExHIBITION CONTENT
The exhibition content includes the identification of exhibits (on a chronological and thematic basis), the
central idea of narration, the most important objects, the way of presentation, the messages and ideas it
aims to communicate. This serves as a device for the conception of ideas and for making decisions regarding the content of the Museum.

SECTION C

Building programme for the
New Cyprus Museum
PART Α

1. PUBLIC FACILITIES
1.1 MAIN ENTRANCE/RECEPTION
Description

No. of Individuals

No. of Spaces

1.

Main entrance

200

1

2.

Ticket office

4

2

3.

Information office

4

1

4.

Cloakroom

@ m2

Total area in m2

PART C

200

PART B

AN

The public will be allowed to enter only through the main entrance which will provide access to all spaces
of the Museum designed to be open for the public. Staff will enter through the staff entrance.
In the space of the main entrance visitors and their personal belongings will be undergoing security
checks, with the use of special gates, similar to those used at airports. Provision also needs to be made
for the installation of a windshield at the entrance.
In the reception area:
(a) there must be hygiene facilities for the comfort of the public, which will include separate spaces for
men, women, people with special needs and infants.
(b) seating areas are necessary for the public (approximately 30 individuals) which will be situated as considered appropriate by the Architect.
Throughout the reception area the direction of the route will need to be appropriately sign-marked with
the use of symbols or signs which will assist the public, including individuals with special needs, in moving, acting, and familiarising themselves with the space.
Should provisions be made for open spaces on other floors as well, then access to areas of vertical traffic
flow (stairways, access ramps, escalators, lifts) will need to be clearly marked.
1.1.2 TICkET OFFICE AREA
The ticket office space will be located in the area of the main entrance and will serve the permanent and
periodical exhibitions. This space will have the form of a cashier’s office and will be furnished with long
21

PART D

1.1.1 MAIN ENTRANCE
The general design of the main entrance should relate to the significance of a National Museum. The area
of the main entrance is open to the competitors to create a welcoming, pleasant, spacious, comfortable
space, while at the same time it will present impressive and contemporary planning, appropriate for the
role and significance of the Cyprus Museum.

counters. The ticket office will need to follow modern standards, operating electronically, with the use of
up-to-date cash registers. The counters will be equipped with desks with computers for issuing tickets, a
safe-deposit box, cabinets and draws. Behind the counters provision will need to be made for two desks,
one of which will be equipped with locks for the safekeeping of ticket reserves and of various types of required printed material. The area will also need to be furnished with cabinets provided with a security
code and hangers where the staff (guards) will be able to store their personal belongings safely.
The area of the ticket office will need to be able to serve 20 people per minute and to have adequate surface area to accommodate queuing visitors (up to 200 individuals).
1.1.3 INFORMATION DESk
This area will need to be located in the space of the main entrance and will be separate from the area of
the ticket office.
It will need to be equipped with a counter for informing the public concerning the activities of the Museum,
the schedule of the day, the working hours, the various functions etc. In this area there will be computers,
with continuous streaming of museum rooms and other public areas, where a closed-circuit television
system (CCTV) will be installed.
1.1.4 CLOAkROOM
The cloakroom is the area used for the safekeeping of personal belongings of the public (coats, rucksacks
etc.). It will be situated near the ticket office and information desk in order to serve the exhibition rooms,
the room for educational programs and the conference hall.
In the cloakroom area there will also be a series of lockers/closets with locks which will be operating with
a code and a slot machine for the safekeeping of the personal belongings of the public. Provision will also
need to be made to allow the storage of 30 wheelchairs and 30 children’s pushchairs.
1.2. RESTAURANT - CAFETERIA Required Area: 400 m2 )
This area will need to be spacious, well-ventilated, sunny and independent, and separate from exhibition
spaces so that it can also operate outside opening hours of the Museum. This area should be able to accommodate 150 seated individuals and to also meet the needs of the Museum staff. There will also need
to be a covered open-air area for the public. The area will also include the cafeteria with its associated
spaces (kitchen, store rooms, sanitary area and staff’s changing rooms, sanitary areas of the
cafeteria/public). The equipment and finishing details of the area need to comply with the Law concerning
the Regulations for Recreation Centres and HACCP. A separate service access should be provided for the
kitchen. Both the interior and exterior of the area should be designed in such a way that receptions can
also be organized there during which there will be a buffet and visitors will be standing.
Separate store rooms are necessary for the storage of foodstuff and cleaning materials, with easy access
to them with the use of motor vehicles for the purposes of loading, transportation of waste and firefighting.
1.3. THE GIFT-SHOP OF THE NEW CYPRUS MUSEUM ( Required Area: 240 m2 )
The gift-shop should be placed in such a way that would be part of the route of the visitor. Special emphasis needs to be placed on the arrangement, structure of the space and the presentation of objects intended for sale so as to attract the interest of the visitor and provoke a desire for purchase.
A closed-circuit television (CCTV) will be operating and for greater security purposes objects will be provided with a theft deterrent device, so that if one leaves the room with an object, without paying, the alarm
will be activated. All products available for purchase will be registered on a computer, and an up-to-date
paying system will be operating through the detection of the barcode of each product. Furthermore, it will
be possible to pay in cash and with a credit card. There will be a security cashier register and everyone
will be given payment receipt.
In the gift-shop products available for purchase will be: stationery, postcards, posters, small gifts, clothing
etc., as well as replicas of jewellery and other exhibits displayed in the Museum. Planning will need to take
into consideration the products available for purchase and the security requirements for the objects them-
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selves. The area must be designed in such a way that new items will be able to be put on display. There
should also be a special area for the sale of items designed specifically for the periodical exhibitions.
Those in charge of the gift-shop will need to have easy access to the store room, where quantities of the
products available for purchase will be kept. The store room of the gift-shop will also need to be integrated in the security system.

2. EDUCATIONAL AREAS

PART Α

The store room will need to be in direct contact with the rooms of Educational Programs. The store room
needs to be big enough to allow the safekeeping of the equipment that will be used by the instructors.

•
•
•
•
•

2.1.2 EqUIPMENT
The rooms of Primary and Secondary education will need to be equipped with the following:
cabinets, which can be placed low, along the wall, on top of which children will be able to place their belongings and their cushions,
tables, which will be used as work benches,
projection screens,
equipment for picture and sound for projections with up-to-date audio-visual media,
boards on the wall for putting up project material.
2.2 CONFERENCE HALL ( Required Area: 400 m2 )
This hall will accommodate various functions, such as lectures, conferences or screenings. Access should
be possible through the area of the main entrance, so that it can operate outside opening hours of the Museum. It will have a capacity of 300 individuals, and will be provided with complete audio-visual installation, a translation system with cabins for four translators and headphones installed on the seats (which
will be provided with a fold-out side-table/desk), a built-in screen, projectors, and computer. There should
be easy access to hygiene facilities. A small store room for equipment should be provided.
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PART D

For the office of the staff responsible for Educational Programs provisions need to be made for the following:
• to be near the rooms for Educational Programs,
• to allow natural light.

PART C

2.1.1 GENERAL REqUIREMENTS
• an emergency exit marked with a luminous sign,
• access route from the area of the main entrance,
• the possibility for the two rooms to be used separately or together as one space. For this purpose, provisions will need to be made for sound-proofing the separating screen of the two rooms,
• the conference hall will need to be located near the restaurant-cafeteria,
• to allow natural light,
• the area of education programmes will be served by an adequate, according to legal regulations, number
of toilets (3 toilets for girls, 2 toilets for boys with urinals and one for people with special needs).

PART B

•
•
•
•
•
•

2.1 ROOMS FOR EDUCATIONAL PROGRAMMES ( Required Area: 220 m2 )
The education rooms will be used by pupils of Primary and Secondary Education. Some indicative activities that could be carried out are:
Teaching on aspects of everyday life and on the civilisation of ancient Cyprus.
Screenings.
Computer programmes.
Use of work sheets, drawings, manufacture of models etc.
Presentation of projects by pupils after visiting the exhibition.
Discussion, impersonation, theatrical role play.

3. EXHIBITION SPACES
3.1 PERMANENT ExHIBITIONS REqUIRED AREA: 4.000 m2
Museums are not only directed towards scientists but also towards the general public who do not have
specialised knowledge and are from different age groups.
The permanent exhibition areas must be spacious and should be able to create a flowing presentation
while at the same time to provide the greatest flexibility and freedom in designing the exhibition of the objects. The content of the collection and the narration are the elements needed for the design of the building rather than its architectural design.
The majority of the material to be put on display was found during excavations or surveys on land or in the
sea. These antiquities come from settlements, burials, sanctuaries, and shipwrecks, while others are
chance finds. Archaeology is not simply a route of discovery. It is also a route for reconstruction, whether
that is physical, social, economic or cultural, and this should be reflected in the thematic sections of the
museum.

3.1.1 HISTORY / NARRATION
HISTORy OF THE CURRENT CyPRUS MUSEUM
The history of the creation of the Cyprus Museum began with the establishment of the “first museum” on
Victoria Street, now in the buffer zone of Nicosia (Merrillees, R.S. 2005, The First Cyprus Museum in Victoria Street, Nicosia; Pilides, D. 2009, George Jeffery: His Diaries and the Ancient Monuments of Cyprus, Department of Antiquities, pp. 63-65). It was nothing more than a house, rented to house the first finds from
excavations, at a time when the law permitted the share of antiquities.
The creation of the Cyprus Museum in 1908 after an architectural competition was the result of a drastic
change in the way that antiquities were managed (Pilides, D. 2009, George Jeffery: His Diaries and the Ancient Monuments of Cyprus, Department of Antiquities, pp. 63-72, Appendix 5, pp. 624-654). The demand
on the part of the Cypriots during the period of English Rule for a museum, in which objects representing
their cultural heritage could be housed, was in itself an expression of their need for their roots and their
identity to be projected. Not only do historical events reflect this clearly, but also the current building itself.
The façade, a replica of the temple of Apteros Nike on the Acropolis, is combined with elements of colonial
architecture as a result of the involvement of the architect George Jeffery, the first Curator of Ancient Monuments, who undertook to adapt the plan offered by the Athens Archaeological Society to local circumstances (see Appendix B.1 on the history of the Cyprus Museum). Its historical course defines the
character of the new Cyprus Museum and its continuity in the same general area, a fact which must be
addressed if one considers that the current museum will continue to be used as a museum.
The history of Cyprus does not end at the end of the Roman period, and the current museum may eventually be restored to its original form to host the collection of the later periods of Cyprus’ history. At the same
time the New Cyprus Museum must be a symbol of its time utilising current museological approaches oriented towards its public and its inherent capability of educating within a new social and political framework.
The environment always played an important role in cultural development and it must be given adequate
attention. Geological factors and the natural resources determined the nature of habitation and its evolution.
THE HISTORy OF CyPRUS IN THE NEW CyPRUS MUSEUM: FROM PREHISTORIC TO ROMAN TIMES
The intensely emblematic nature of Cypriot antiquities is unique and powerful. This helps to give emphasis
to elements of the history of Cyprus, thus enabling exhibitions to attract the public.
History will need to be placed within an international context, thus providing the visitors with multiple opportunities to understand its place in relation to the history of Europe and the Near East. The museum will
need to be able to provide many opportunities — inside and outside its space, but also through the internet
— to people to participate and contribute to museum projects, to explore and involve themselves with the
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collections. It is also essential for us to acknowledge that there are, and there will need to be many different interpretations, since archaeological investigation is an on-going process. At the same time the history
of the development of archaeology on Cyprus is narrated, which also constitutes a process of discovery
and reconstruction.
The archaeological sites, the monuments and the other museum collections of Cyprus must also form
part of the museological narration.

PART B

The thematic entities aim to present the landmarks of each period, as well as a fuller picture regarding
aspects of everyday life, religion, the organisation of society etc. Through this structure, the chronological
continuity will be followed, while the thematic sections to be included will maintain the constant interest of
the visitor. The precise location of the subcategories is open to discussion with the Museologist, as well as
the possibility of installing in various places of the permanent exhibition area small visible store rooms
with archaeological material.

PART Α

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.

The permanent exhibitions will follow a chronological display by era, while at the same time there will be
special thematic sections, within the context of each period, regarding the following subjects:
Social organisation, evolution of settlements, governance and politics.
Economic activities, development of technology and trade.
Cultural activities, religion and ritual, art and writing, social performances and games.
Death and the living.
Private life.
Archaeology, history of archaeology and research in Cyprus.
Excavations and new data.

PART C
PART D
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Early Aceramic Neolithic Period
In this thematic entity information must be provided for the earliest occupation of the island, while the interest of the visitor will focus on the presence of species such as pygmy elephants and hippopotami as
well as by the geology of Cyprus, the minerals and natural resources that contributed to the political and
commercial development of Cyprus. The Architect has to keep in mind that as continuing research and
technology constantly provide more information and knowledge, there is a strong possibility that adaptation to new facts will need to be made periodically, so the possibility for flexibility of interior space must be
given. The presentation of archaeological data of each period and thematic entity will certainly influence
the architectural plan and the museological study must take into account questions such as: When did the
first settlers arrive on the island and from where? Was there seasonal habitation and exploitation of resources by groups of people who arrived from neighbouring areas? How can these data be incorporated
in a way that they can be re-adapted or altered as excavations continue and technology evolves?
(50 OBJECTS: ANIMAL BONES AND STONE TOOLS)

1

1. Obsidian bladelet
From Parekklisia-Sillourokampos
Early Aceramic Neolithic (9th millennium BC)
2. Human-animal head of grey serpentine
From Parekklisia-Sillourokampos
Early Aceramic Neolithic (second half of the 9th millennium BC)
OPPOSITE. Room I, Cyprus Museum. Detail of display case.
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2

PART Α

PART B

PART C

PART D

Neolithic Period
In this section there will be reference to thematic aspects such as settlement organisation, religion, mortuary ritual and everyday life. As with the previous entity, it is more than likely that this period will be subject to changes as a result of on-going research and the possibility to adapt or expand must be borne in
mind in the design of the area. It would be useful to consider the reconstruction of a settlement of the period or aspects of the life from a Neolithic village so as to enrich the experience of the visitor and to create
critical thinking.
(300 OBJECTS: STONE-FLINT, SERPENTINE, DIABASE, ANDESITE, PICROLITE, OBSIDIAN, ANIMAL AND HUMAN BONES, BONE
TOOLS, SHELLS, JEWELLERy OF DENTALIA, CERAMICS)

1

1. Anthropomorphic diabase figurine
From Choirokoitia
Neolithic period (7th – 6th millennium BC)
2. Grey andesite bowl
From Choirokoitia
Neolithic period (7th – 6th millennium BC)

OPPOSITE. Room 1, Cyprus Museum. General view
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2

PART Α

PART B

PART C

PART D

Chalcolithic Period
This section will also be addressing themes such as the nature of the settlements that developed over this
period, the cemeteries, religion and the structure of society. Important finds of this period that are exhibited in the current museum need to be given attention (e.g. the clay model of a sanctuary, the production of
clay figurines, the rich cemeteries of Souskiou etc.).
(300 OBJECTS: LITHIC, BONE, CERAMIC, JEWELLERy OF SHELL, PICROLITE AND COPPER).

1

1. Anthropomorphic picrolite figurine
From Pomos
Chalcolithic period (ca 3000 BC)
2. Limestone statuette of a nude female figure
From Lempa-Lakkous
Chalcolithic period (first half of the 4th millennium BC)

OPPOSITE. Room 1, Cyprus Museum. General view.
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2

PART Α

PART B

PART C

PART D

Copper - Metallurgy - Trade
In this thematic entity the exploitation of copper must be presented in detail as well as in conjunction with
other entities. Copper production was of importance throughout the history of Cyprus and determined its
destiny. As a result, the visitor must not be allowed to lose sight of its importance. Reference can be made
to a miners’ village (e.g. Apliki or other mining areas) and the technology of copper processing in a specially designed area will be presented. Works of art made of copper, tools, weapons etc. will also be included.
(500 OBJECTS)

1

2

Copper ingot
From Egkomi (Ammochostos District)
Late Bronze Age (16th-11th century BC)
Bronze four-sided stand
Provenance uncertain
Late Bronze Age (beginning of the 12th century BC)

OPPOSITE. Room 12, Cyprus Museum. Reconstruction of mining and smelting of copper (open to public until 2012).
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PART Α

PART B

PART C

PART D

Early Bronze Age
In this section the development of settlements and cemeteries will be presented, as well as aspects of
economy, religion, everyday life, mortuary ritual, in connection with migration or interaction with neighbouring peoples. The publication of recent excavations and studies have enriched our knowledge considerably on types of settlements, the economy and other aspects of daily life which can provide adequate
material for a more imaginative presentation of the period.
(200 OBJECTS OF GOLD, COPPER AND CLAy)

1

Red Polished ware model of a sanctuary
From Vounous
Early-Middle Bronze Age (2200–1850 BC)
2. Pair of gold hair ornaments
From Lapithos
Early-Middle Bronze Age (ca 2000 BC)

OPPOSITE. Room II, Cyprus Museum. General view.
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2

PART Α

PART B

PART C

PART D
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Middle Bronze Age
This period marks the transition from the Early to the Later Bronze Age, when copper trade intensified
with possible internal or external conflicts/alliances. The thematic sections/subsections of this period will
concern the cultural changes occurring towards the end of the period. Excavation data concerning the development of forts and local specialising settlements for the exploitation of resources must be taken into
account, which led to the urbanisation of Cyprus in the Late Bronze Age.
(55 CERAMIC OBJECTS, 10 GOLD PIECES OF JEWELLERy AND 10 CLAy FIGURINES)

1

1. Jug of White Painted III-V String-hole Style
From the necropolis of Lefkosia-Agia Paraskevi
Middle Bronze Age (ca 1800–1700 BC)
2. Terracotta figurine of White Painted ware
From the necropolis of Lefkosia-Agia Paraskevi
End of the Middle Bronze Age (ca 1800–1700 BC)

OPPOSITE. Room xIV, Cyprus Museum. Detail of display case.
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2

PART Α

PART B

PART C

PART D

Ceramic production
The art of ceramics plays a significant role in antiquity, and deserves to have a specially dedicated thematic section, in which the visitor will be acquiring detailed information about the evolution, technological
progress, use, function and social implications of ceramics. At the same time it must be connected with or
make reference to the rest of the exhibits for each period so that the visitor does not lose sight of the general picture of production.
(100 OBJECTS)

1

Mycenaean amphoroid crater
From Egkomi
Late Helladic IIIA (ca 1410–1390 BC)
Composite vase of Red Polished ware
From Vounous
Early Bronze Age (2100–2000 BC)

OPPOSITE. Room
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III, Cyprus Museum. General view.

2

PART Α

PART B

PART C

PART D

Late Bronze Age
This section will present in thematic sub-sections subjects such as writing, trade and the position of
Cyprus in the eastern Mediterranean, the Mycenaean colonisation, the organisation of society and economy, as well as excavations of important cities, such as Egkomi, kition, kalavasos-Agios Demetrios and
Hala Sultan Tekke. This period is one of the most important in the history of Cyprus. The island had an important role in the eastern Mediterranean, and was referred to in the written texts as Alashiya. The written
documents and relevant studies for the social and political organisation of the island at this time must be
taken into account in a way that can be easily grasped by the visitor. Images of objects now in foreign museums could be incorporated to indicate that there was a dispersal (Pilides, D. and N. Papadimitriou 2012,
Ancient Cyprus: Cultures in Dialogue, Nicosia).
(300 CERAMIC OBJECTS, 100 COPPER, 80 CyLINDER SEALS, 50 CLAy FIGURINES, 50 INSCRIPTIONS, 20 PIECES OF ALABASTER, 10
OF GLASS, 20 OF BONE, 150 PIECES OF GOLD JEWELLERy, 10 PIECES OF GOLD/SILVER, 20 OF FAIENCE, LAMPS, STONE VESSELS
AND TOOLS).

1

1. Bronze statue of the Horned God
From Egkomi
Late Bronze Age (early 12th century BC)
2. Conical rhyton of faience
From kition
Late Bronze Age (13th century BC)

OPPOSITE. Room
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VII, Cyprus Museum. General view.

2

PART Α

PART B

PART C

PART D

Aphrodite and her cult
This thematic entity will present the evolution and nature of the worship of Aphrodite in Antiquity. A documentary is available that can be utilised as well as the objects that are currently marked in the Cyprus Museum as linked with the cult.
(100 OBJECTS WILL BE DISPLAyED).

1

1. Marble statue of Aphrodite
From Soloi
Hellenistic period (1st century BC)
2. Marble statue of Aphrodite
From Salamis
Roman period (2nd century AD)

OPPOSITE. Room
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V, Cyprus Museum. General view.

2

PART Α

PART B

PART C

PART D

Cemeteries, Cypro-Geometric Period
The thematic sub-sections of this period will focus primarily on the cemeteries and the socio-economic
changes that occurred. There is a relative dearth of data concerning the settlement pattern but many new
studies are focusing on this period in an effort to better understand how this period determined the ensuing establishment of the city-kingdoms of Cyprus.
(150 CERAMIC OBJECTS, 30 BRONZE, 100 PIECES OF GOLD JEWELLERy, A CERAMIC LAMP, 20 CLAy FIGURINES, MORTUARy ASSEMBLAGES).

1

1. Gold plaque with embossed decoration
From Palaipafos-Skales
Cypro-Geometric period (950–850 BC)
2. Zoomorphic askos of White Painted I ware
From Palaipafos-Skales
Cypro-Geometric period (1050–950 BC)

OPPOSITE. Room
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VIII, Cyprus Museum. Reconstruction of a Cypro-Geometric tomb.

2

PART Α

PART B

PART C

PART D

Cypro-Archaic - Cypro-Classical Period
These two periods can be displayed together but they are, as much as the Bronze Age, a very important
chapter in Cyprus; history. The thematic sub-sections will concern the period of floruit of the city-kingdoms, architecture and town planning, minting, funerary architecture, inscriptions, the divinities and influences of the Assyrians, Egyptians and Persians. The interconnections of Cyprus with the East and the West
are of particular importance both in the political arena as well as in relation to artistic development and
production and these aspects must be clearly portrayed (Pilides, D. and N. Papadimitriou 2012, Ancient
Cyprus: Cultures in Dialogue, Nicosia).
(CYPRO-ARCHAIC PERIOD: 150 CERAMIC OBJECTS, 100 STATUES, 20 BRONZE STATUETTES, 120 SCARABS, 30 GLASS AMULETS,
40 PIECES OF GOLD JEWELLERy, 10 CERAMIC LAMPS, 30 BONE OBJECTS, 20 INSCRIPTIONS, 200 CLAy FIGURINES, 3 FUNERARy
STELAE. CYPRO-CLASSICAL PERIOD: 200 CERAMIC OBJECTS, 30 STATUES, 10 BRONZE STATUETTES, 50 BRONZE OBJECTS, 50
PIECES OF GOLD JEWELLERy, 10 ALABASTER OBJECTS, 10 INSCRIPTIONS, 60 CLAy FIGURINES, 10 FUNERARy STELAE AND
SARCOPHAGI. SALAMIS NECROPOLIS: 60 OBJECTS SPECIALLy ARRANGED FOR T. 79 (BED, THRONES) AND BRONZE CAULDRONS.
FROM BOTH PERIODS: 500 COINS, 10 SILVER AND 10 GLASS OBJECTS).

1

2

1. Gold necklace with pendant
From Arsos
Cypro-Archaic period (750–600 BC)
2. Upper part of limestone votive female statue
From Arsos
Cypro-Archaic period (600–560 BC)
3. Terracotta statue of a female figure
From Marion
Cypro-Classical period (5th century BC)
4. Bronze figure of a cow
From Vouni
Cypro-Classical period (middle of the 5th century BC)

OPPOSITE. Room V, Cyprus Museum. General view.
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3

4

PART Α

PART B

PART C

PART D

Excavations of the Swedish Mission
The Swedish Mission was instrumental in establishing scientific archaeological research in Cyprus. It has
been considered appropriate, therefore, to make a special mention with reference to the Sanctuary of Agia
Irene. Reference must be made to a similar exhibition of the terracotta votive figurines from Agia Irene in
the Medelhavsmuseet (Museum of Mediterranean Art) in Stockholm. There are 3D representations of figurines which can be used for enriching the experience of the visitor as well as the documentary for the
Swedish excavation.
(400 CLAy FIGURINES FROM THE AGIA IRENE SANCTUARy)

1

Centaur figurine
From Agia Irini
Cypro-Archaic period (ca 650–600 BC)
Standing male statue
From Agia Irini
Cypro-Archaic period (ca 650–600 BC)

OPPOSITE. Room IV, Cyprus Museum. General view.
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PART Α

PART B

PART C

PART D

Hellenistic Period
In this section we will address coinage, sculpture, religious syncretism, ceramics, funerary architecture
and any new evidence that will be coming up from on-going excavations. There will be a thematic subsection dedicated to the city of Salamis. Digital images and maps will be used. Architecture was an important aspect of the period. Cities were established with theatres, gymnasia, and public places embellished
with statues and other works of art. These contexts must be made visible to the public. The city-kingdoms
were abolished after the end of the conflict between Alexander the Great’s successors, and Cyprus became part of the Ptolemaic empire. From the 3rd century onwards, Pafos is the capital city of Cyprus.
(50 CERAMIC OBJECTS, 30 STATUES, 3 BRONZE STATUETTES, 20 BRONZES, 32 PIECES OF GOLD JEWELLERy, 40 CLAy FIGURINES,
4 FUNERARy STELAE/SARCOPHAGOI AND 17 STATUES FROM THE SALAMIS GyMNASIUM)

1

1. Terracotta figure of a theatrical actor
From Soloi
Hellenistic period (312–50 BC)
2. Limestone female head
From Arsos
Hellenistic period (beginning of the 3rd century BC)

OPPOSITE. Room xIV, Cyprus Museum. Detail of display case.

50

2

PART Α

PART B

PART C

PART D

Roman Period
This section will be presenting aspects, such as sculpture and coinage, while in a thematic sub-section
Pafos, the capital of Cyprus, will be presented with special references to the houses with mosaics, the city
plan, the tombs, the worship of gods and goddesses and the way of living. The presentation will be enhanced with photographs and audio-visual material. The museological study must take into account how
the statues of the period must be exhibited (e.g. the statue of Septimius Severus) within their general context. The burial customs in monumental tombs with wall-paintings, funerary stelae, sarcophagi, inscriptions etc. must also be given adequate attention.
(44 CERAMIC OBJECTS, 20 STATUES, 5 BRONZE STATUETTES, 15 BRONZES, 40 GOLD PIECES OF JEWELLERy, 20 CERAMIC LAMPS,
50 GLASS OBJECTS, 15 BONE OBJECTS, 13 INSCRIPTIONS, 30 CLAy FIGURINES, 5 FUNERARy STELAE)

1

1. Variegated glass vase
Provenance uncertain
Roman period (50 BC – 395 AD)
2. Limestone female statue
From Soloi-Cholades
Roman period (4th century AD)

OPPOSITE. Room VI, Cyprus Museum. General view.
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PART Α

PART B

PART C

PART D

Lampousa Treasure
It has been considered appropriate to include the remainder of the Treasure of Lampousa, not only for its
intrinsic importance but also to provide the opportunity to discuss looting and the illegal exportation of
treasures to other museums in the 19th and early 20th centuries. There will be reference of course to the
history of the acquisition of this particular treasure. This section could be combined with the history of
looting (e.g. Cesnola etc.) and the exportation and dispersal of the antiquities of Cyprus.
(10 GOLD AND SILVER OBJECTS)

Early Christian Period and the occurring changes with the advent
of Christianity:
In this section we will have the opportunity to present the changes in everyday life after the end of antiquity.
(14 PIECES OF GOLD JEWELLERy, 2 MOSAICS, 6 CERAMIC LAMPS, 6 INSCRIPTIONS)

1

2

1. Pair of gold earrings
From Lampousa
Early Byzantine period (6th-7th century AD)
2. Silver plate
From Lampousa
Early Byzantine period (early 7th century AD)
3. Mosaic fragment with a fruit bearer
From Lampousa
Roman period (50 BC – 395 AD)

OPPOSITE. Room VII, Cyprus Museum. Detail of display case.
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PART Α

PART B

PART C

PART D

The exhibition areas can extend on more than one level but access must be such that the visitor will be
able to reach the section that interests him/her, without necessarily having to traverse all other sections.
The objects to be included in the exhibitions will include those already displayed in the existing museum
and others from the storage rooms, as well as finds that were recovered or will be recovered from the excavations.

•
•
•
•
•
•
•

•

•
•
•
•

Provisions should be made so that the exhibition areas:
Are accessible by the public from the area of the main entrance, and by the personnel from the laboratories and storage rooms.
Are designed so that the visitor will be able to maintain eye contact with a reference point for orientation
purposes.
Certain special exhibits are visible from different angles.
The net heights of the rooms will be specified by the Architect and will vary depending on his/her architectural proposal and on the exhibits.
Natural light should be indirect and controlled and appropriate to the objects exhibited. Provisions need to
be made for adjustable general lighting and for specific lighting of objects.
The floor needs to be such that it will support heavy weights and enable the movement in exhibition areas,
storerooms and laboratories of motorised equipment for heavy lifting.
Provisions must be made to allow for the installation of audio-visual means of informing the public and
multi-media in the exhibition areas. Image projection, stereo speakers, microphones, CCTV and security
alarm, fire detection, fire extinguishing and sound should be included.
Provisions also need to be made for a space equipped with computers just before entering the exhibition
areas, through which visitors will be able to obtain information about the various exhibition rooms and
their content. It will also be possible to play relevant educational games, which will serve as an introduction to the Cyprus Museum, the history of Cyprus and its archaeology.
An adequate number of seats in the exhibition rooms for visitors to rest must also be provided.
Signage must clearly direct the visitor to the recommended route that he/she will need to follow, as well
as to the nearest exit, hygiene facilities and emergency exits.
The various periods within each section should be noticeable by the visitor.
The Architect should take into account the installation of spaces for the storage of materials and cleaning
equipment within the exhibition areas.

3.2 PERIODICAL ExHIBITIONS ( Required Area: 1000 m2 )
The space of periodical exhibitions must be accessible to the public from the main entrance and close to
the restaurant- cafeteria and hygiene facilities.
The possibility to partition the room, depending on the needs of each exhibition, to install audio-visual
equipment, to have a separate screening area, installed screen, an adequate number of electric sockets,
and a few easily transported showcases for small finds must be given.
Access to this space from and to the storerooms will need to be accommodated through service lifts, if required. An independent and secure entrance is also needed to be accessible for the loading of containers
with objects (without the use of staircases).
There should be an adjacent room (strong room) for the temporary safekeeping of objects that come from
other countries or other museums and are intended for display. Monitoring of air-conditioning and humidity levels in this room are mandatory. Adequate space should also be provided for packing and unpacking
and for big transportable tables, especially veneered.
Another area will be equipped with special benches and suitable equipment to be used for the manufacture of stands for the objects.
There should be a special area in which the museologists/designers of the periodic exhibition can work.
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4. LIBRARY ( Required area: 680 m2 )
The specialised library of the Department will serve the staff of the Department of Antiquities as well as
scholars/researchers.

@ m2

Total area in m2

Library space

1

480

480

2.

Hallway

1

24

24

3.

Special room for the
safekeeping of rare material

4

1

48

48

4.

Librarian’s office

1

1

12

12

5.

Area for the collection
of books

1

24

24

6.

Space for photocopying
machines

1

3

4

12

7.

Display area of incunabula
and manuscripts

1

1

80

80

Description

1.

No. of Individuals

PART Α

No. of Spaces

AN

PART B
PART C

The library will be operating independently of the opening hours of the Museum and the Department of
Antiquities. For this reason, it will need to be provided with a separate entrance, while at the same time
there will be easy access from and to the building of the Museum and the offices of the staff.
The Architect must make provisions for a future horizontal or vertical expansion of the library by 50% extending towards the area used for the storage of books.

HALLWAy OF THE LIBRARy
The entrance to the hallway will be monitored, which means that to gain access a membership card will
be necessary, to be issued after payment of a small amount of money. In the hallway there will be 60 personal closets with locks for keeping personal belongings and mobile telephones of the readers. In this
space, new members will also be registered.
SPACE FOR PHOTOCOPyING MACHINES
The space adjacent to the hallway will be accommodating a photocopying machine and other reproduction
equipment serving the researchers. The readers will be able to produce photocopies after being issued a
photocopying card.
LIBRARy SPACE
The space of the library will be divided into units and the tables will be dispersed in the various sections
and will not be concentrated in the form of a reading room. The personal desks which will be located in
the book storage area, where there will be dim lighting, will have personal lighting, so that the researcher
will be able to read.
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PART D

For the area of the library provisions must be made for the following:
• to be furnished with large tables and personal desks with personal lighting, allowing the use of a computer and internet connection,
• to be able to serve 60 individuals,
• to have 10 seats with computers to allow search,
• to be provided with sanitary areas and a small kitchen,
• to be equipped with regulated systems for ventilation, air circulation and appropriate climatological conditions; lighting will need to be installed in all areas of the library,
• to accommodate book storage area a: for 40.000 volumes of books, 40.000 volumes of periodicals,
• to accommodate book storage area b (special room for the storage of rare editions): special area for the
safekeeping of incunabula editions and manuscripts (approximately 3.000), as well as newspapers (310
volumes).

There will be two book storage areas: the first will be used for books and periodicals and the second,
which will be replaced by the special room for the safekeeping of rare material, will be used for incunabula editions and manuscripts.
Provisions will need to be made for the installation of a close-circuit television system (CCTV), which together
with the use of a membership card, will facilitate surveillance and will increase the security of the library.
The shelves of the library will need to abide by certain standards concerning their manufacture materials.

RESERVE ROOM
In this special room rare library material will be stored, which includes incunabula editions and
manuscripts. It will have transparent walls which will allow an open view to rare stored material and the
method followed for their protection. Nevertheless, because there is a possibility that digitisation of all
rare material will not have been carried out by the time the new building is completed, provision will need
to be made for a second book storage area with specially monitored climatological conditions, with the
long term aim to be replaced by the special room or to be used in an alternative way.
In the space of the second book storage area provision needs to be made for installing special mechanical
equipment to ensure monitored climatological conditions (temperature and humidity) and appropriate
lighting and ventilation. A special study room with two seats will need to be available for the study of incunabula and manuscripts, which will have the same specifications as the area of the book storage room,
so that the material requested for use (fragile and sensitive) is not subjected to fluctuations of temperature
and humidity.
This area will be replaced in the future as there are plans for all rare material, after it has been conserved,
to be scanned and bound again. This way we avoid the destruction of the object, and its direct contact with
the researcher, as he/she will be able to process the material digitally. In addition, the shelves and the
method for storing the material: horizontal or vertical positioning on the shelf or wound in a scroll or in an
antacid box, will need to be assessed by a specialist (paper conservator) separately for each object.
LIBRARIAN’S OFFICE
The office of the librarian will need to be in direct contact with the library area.
BOOk COLLECTION AREA
This area will be used for the collection, recording and cataloguing of the newly acquired material and
provisions will need to be made for at least 5 work positions (office and a small bench and every position
needs to be separated with glass and plasterboard).
There will be an open space incorporating desks for librarian’s assistants (approximately 4), which will be
separated from each other with plasterboard and glass (allowing the addition of extra desks if considered
necessary).
Provision needs to be made for a special area used for digitisation, where a special scanner will be installed. The area will need to be equipped with monitored ventilation, as well as special filters for the input
and output of air and special lighting.
AREA FOR THE DISPLAy OF INCUNABULA AND MANUSCRIPTS:
It would be advisable if a museum space could be created, adapted with the appropriate lighting and climate control for the display of rare and precious incunabula editions and manuscripts, which constitute
part of the significant wealth of the library. It is not essential for this space to be located in the premises of
the library.
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5. PERSONNEL AREAS
5.1 OFFICES OF ADMINISTRATION AND SUPPORT STAFF OF THE MUSEUM ( Required Area: 600 m2 )
The Administration of the new building of Cyprus Museum will have a separate sector that will be part of
the Department of Antiquities. It will consist of the following with their respective offices and auxiliary
areas (the planner should keep in mind that the staff may increase in the future and that these areas
should therefore be adaptable for expansion):

3

20

20

Curator’s Secretary

1

1

12

12

3.

Visitors waiting area

1

1

8

8

4.

Archaeological Officers

4

4

12

48

5.

Archaeological Officers
for digitisation

2

2

12

24

6.

Museologist

1

1

12

12

7.

Marketing office

1

1

12

12

8.

Digitisation equipment room
(servers, routers etc.)

1

16

16

9.

Archive

1

1

12

12

10.

Archive storage

1

1

12

12

11.

Conference room with easy access
to kitchen and hygiene facilities

12.

Small kitchen

1

8

8

13.

Hygiene facilities for the
above spaces

1

40

40

14.

Cleaning staff, 2 points at
various points

2

6

12

15.

Antiquities Guards

1

16

16

16.

Small library for the use only by the
staff of the new Cyprus Museum

Curator of Antiquities, including
the hygiene facility

2.

Total area in m2

PART C

1

1.

No. of Individuals

PART B

@ m2

Description

PART Α

No. of Spaces

AN

48

PART D

96

For the areas of the Administration offices of the Museum, provisions will need to be made for the following:
• Access to the administration offices of the Museum through a staff entrance. Easy access will also need to
be provided through the main entrance of the Museum. The Museum Administration will be a separate
unit and should have its own hygiene facilities and kitchen for use by its personnel.
• The office of the Curator’s secretary must have a small waiting area for 3-4 persons.
• A conference room will be required with a computer work station, power point projection, built-in screen
etc. and hygiene facilities.

5.2 OFFICES OF THE DEPARTMENT OF ANTIqUITIES ( Required Area: 1236 m2 )
The Cyprus Museum will also house the offices of the Department of Antiquities, which constitutes a large,
separate entity and will need to be planned in such a way as to serve needs across Cyprus, to be functional and independent to a certain extent from the space of the Museum.
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1.

Director of Antiquities
(including hygiene facilities
and conference area)

1

1

32

32

2.

Secretary of Director
of Antiquities Waiting area

1
(+6 visitors)

1
1

12
12

12
12

3.

Curators of Antiquities

2

2

16

32

4.

Senior Archaeological Officers

4

4

12

48

5.

Archaeological Officers

12

12

12

144

6.

Publications Section
(2 Archaeological Officers,
2 graphics designers)

4

4

12

48

7.

Graphics designer

1

1

12

12

8.

Safety Officer

1

1

12

12

9.

Civil engineer

1

1

12

12

10.

Architect

1

1

12

12

11.

Senior Conservator

1

1

12

12

12.

Technicians

2

12

24

13.

Foremen

2

1

16

16

14.

Accountants

2

2

12

24

15.

Accounting Office

6

2

32

64

16.

Accounting store room

1

84

84

17.

Chief Clerk

1

1

12

12

18.

Secretaries

2

1

16

16

19.

Archive

5

1

48

48

20.

Archive Storage

1

160

160

21.

Conference room

50

1

100

100

22.

Conference room

10-15

1

24

24

23.

Room for digitization equipment
(including area with constant
air-conditioning for the servers)

6

2

32

64

24.

Photocopy room and store room

4

12

48

25.

Office Assistants

2

1

16

16

26.

Room for cleaning staff

4

2

8

16

27.

kitchen

2

8

16

28.

Maps Archive

1

32

32

36
36
6

36
36
12

10
10
2

No. of Spaces

Total area in m2

Description

Hygiene facilities
(according to the legislation):
Ladies
Gentlemen
Persons with Special Needs

No. of Individuals

@ m2

AN

Provisions to be made for the Offices of the Department of Antiquities include the following:
• They will need to be served through a separate entrance/exit located close to the Library, with easy access
to the laboratories, the storerooms and the main entrance of the Museum.
• The office of the Director will need to be provided with separate hygiene facilities and will need to be located near the Conference Hall and the Archive of the Department. The office of the Director will include a
small waiting room, conference table, office and a large bookcase.
• The offices of the Antiquities Curators will include a bookcase suitable for books and plans, a conference
table, a table furnished with a computer with internet connection, chairs and a small table for visitors.
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PART D

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.
10.
11.
12.

REqUIRED AREA: 2.150 m2
The above spaces, depending on the needs and the equipment required, must be divided as follows:
Laboratory for the conservation of metals.
Laboratory for the conservation of ceramics and glass.
Laboratory for the conservation of wall-paintings.
Laboratory for the conservation of mosaics and stone.
Laboratory for the conservation of icons, wood carvings and wooden ethnographic objects.
Laboratory for the conservation of paper, fabric and paintings.
Laboratory for the conservation of Skeletal Collections.
Laboratory for casts and replicas.
Laboratory for physicochemical analyses.
Space for the safekeeping of consumables (chemicals), of high security.
Photographic Laboratory and Archive.
Drawings office & archive.
General comments
Access to the above laboratories must only be via the staff entrance.

•
•
•
•
•

PART C

6. CONSERVATION LABORATORIES / PHOTOGRAPHIC LABORATORY AND
ARCHIVE / DRAWING OFFICE AND ARCHIVE

PART B

5.3 SUPPORT STAFF ( Required Area: 50 m2 )
1. Office of building maintenance personnel (gardener, plumber, electrician, painter etc.) (20 m2)
2. kitchen with dining area and hygiene facilities to cover the needs of 6 cleaning staff and 15 guards. Within
the area should be 20 lockers for the storage of personal items.

PART Α

• The office of the Chief Clerk will be directly connected to the Archive, which itself will connect directly to
the Archive Storage. The storage of the Archive must be furnished with modern sliding filing cabinets for
the safekeeping of files and for saving space, as well as a desk with a computer allowing easy search for
the location of the files.
• The area with the digitisation equipment will consist of 2 rooms, one will be used for the digitisation equipment (servers, routers, scanners) and the second one is intended for 6 working individuals and will include large tables and option for internet connection.
• In the event that the architect proposes to distribute office spaces on different levels, then allowance
should be on made each level for a photocopying machine, a cleaner´s area, a small kitchen and appropriate positioning of sanitary areas. In the cleaner’s areas there will be two specially-positioned low basins
for the cleaning of wet mops, and a bench with cabinets on its upper and lower levels. There will also be a
built-in cupboard for cleaning material, brooms, etc.
• Provision for maps archive.
• Hygiene facilities for men, women and persons with disabilities will be designed according to existing legislation.

It is essential for all laboratories (except in the photographic and drawings offices) to be equipped with the
following:
System of vacuum cleaning.
System for the suction of chemical evaporative emissions over each work area.
Ventilation for chemical substances (fume cupboard). The fumes must be ventilated outside of the laboratory (perhaps connecting with a central ventilation shaft)
Cabinets for storing small quantities of chemical substances (for daily use) whose fumes will must be
ventilated outside of the laboratory (perhaps connecting with a central ventilation shaft).
Office of the head of the laboratory. The office must be divided from the rest of the space in such a way as
to permit the carrying out of administrative duties in silence while at the same time allowing for supervision of the laboratory. There will be electronic equipment in this space.
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• Wide laboratory doors for the easy transportation of objects. It would be advisable that they also incorporate a small door, of normal size for daily use.
• The corridors, storerooms and laboratories should be on the same levels.
• The Laboratories should have high ceilings with a minimum height of 3 metres for the laboratories for the
conservation of metals, ceramics and paper; the laboratories for the conservation of wall-paintings, icons
and mosaics should have ceilings with a minimum height of 4 metres.
• Shower for emergency purposes (will be used in cases of accidents with chemical substances). This could
be a common-use facility depending on the location of the various laboratories.
The unity of laboratories will be accommodated by the necessary hygiene facilities and one kitchen (50 m2).

6.1 LABORATORY FOR THE CONSERVATION OF METAL AND OTHER ARCHAEOLOGICAL OBJECTS
( Required Area: 200 m2 )
This laboratory will primarily handle the conservation of archaeological finds of metal but also other archaeological finds, which are chance finds, or come from the systematic excavations of the Department of
Antiquities or of the foreign Archaeological Missions, or from the existing collections/Museums/Exhibitions of the Department of Antiquities.

No. of Individuals

No. of Spaces

@ m2

Total area in m2

Laboratory area

6

1

160

160

2.

Office of Head

1

1

12

12

3.

Storage area for conservation
materials

1

12

12

4.

Room for sandblast equipment

1

8

8

5.

Area for the photographing of
artefacts (for conservation purposes –
not to be confused with the
Photographic Laboratory)

8

8

AN

Description

1.

For the laboratory space provisions will need to be made for the following:
• Work benches for at least six conservators and one work station for a desktop computer where the digital
archives of the laboratory will be stored.
• Installation of the abovementioned dust and fume extractors (in the form of vacuums) above each work
bench and also in other central areas (depending on the outlay) so as to permit the conservation of large
objects.
• At least two wash basins specifically designed for use in laboratories.
• Storage facilities (e.g. cabinets) for artefacts in line for conservation and for artefacts whose conservation
has been completed.
In the laboratory there must be the following equipment: fume cupboard, lab oven, cabinet(s) for the storage of small quantities of chemical substances (for everyday use), vacuum equipment, etc. Some of these
must be installed on work benches while others will be free-standing.

6.2 LABORATORY FOR THE CONSERVATION OF CERAMICS AND GLASS ( Required Area: 180 m2 )
In this laboratory conservation will be carried out on ceramic objects (vessels, figurines etc.) that are
chance finds or discovered via systematic excavations, or belong to the existing collections/Museums/Exhibitions of the Department of Antiquities.
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No. of Individuals

No. of Spaces

@ m2

Total area in m2

Laboratory space

6

1

150

150

2.

Office of Head of laboratory

1

1

12

12

3.

Storage space for small
quantities of conservation
materials (consumables,
artistic plaster, acetone,
hydrochloric acid, glue
and others)

1

18

18

AN

Description

1.

PART Α

The following provisions need to be made for the laboratory:
1. Cabinets for the storage of materials and tools.
2. Two basins complying with special standards for laboratories.
3. Work-benches all round and a movable central work-bench with the option for the installation of air-extractors.
4. Large door in width and height for the conservation of large pithos jars.

@ m2

Total area in m2

Laboratory space

5

1

150

150

2.

Office of Head of laboratory

1

1

12

12

3.

Room for the storage of
equipment and materials

1

18

18

1.

PART D

No. of Spaces

Description

It is essential to provide access to and from the outdoor spaces through a large door that will accommodate motor and manual vehicles. The door will need to be wide and of great height, with indicative dimensions 3 3 m, and to also adapt to a normal size for daily use by the staff, with the option for wide opening
with sliding panels, necessary for the loading and unloading of objects. Easy access to the store rooms is
also essential.

•
•
•
•
•
•

PART C

No. of Individuals

AN

PART B

6.3 LABORATORY FOR THE CONSERVATION OF WALL-PAINTINGS ( Required Area: 180 m2 )
In this laboratory conservation will be carried out on wall-paintings that have been removed from their
original setting or that are chance finds, or were discovered through systematic excavations, or come from
the existing collections/Museums/ Exhibitions of the Department of Antiquities.

The following equipment is necessary:
work-benches,
central work-bench of adjustable height with a hydraulic system,
basins complying to the standards for laboratories,
screen for the hanging of wall-paintings/mosaics, and metal heavy-type shelves,
fire-proof cabinets for the storage of chemicals,
system for the transport of heavy objects / lifting equipment.

6.4 LABORATORY FOR THE CONSERVATION OF MOSAICS AND STONE ( Required Area: 180 m2 )
For the conservation of mosaics that have been removed from their original setting, as well as of stone archaeological objects that are chance finds, or were discovered through systematic excavations, or come
from the existing collections/Museums/ Exhibitions of the Department of Antiquities.
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No. of Individuals

No. of Spaces

@ m2

Total area in m2

Laboratory space

3

1

150

150

Office of Head of laboratory

1

1

12

12

1

18

18

AN

Description

1.
2.
3.

Room for the storage of
equipment and materials

It is essential to provide access to and from the outdoor spaces through a large door that will accommodate
motor and manual vehicles. The door will need to be wide and of great height, with indicative dimensions 3 x
3 m, and to also adapt to a normal size for daily use by the staff, with the option for wide opening with sliding
panels, necessary for the loading and unloading of objects. Easy access to the store rooms is also essential.

•
•
•
•
•
•

The following equipment is necessary:
work benches,
central movable work-bench of adjustable height with a hydraulic system,
basins complying to the standards for laboratories
screen for the hanging of mosaics, and metal heavy-type shelves,
work-bench for carpentry works, with tools in easy reach, such as a saw etc.
system for the transport of heavy objects / lifting equipment.

6.5 LABORATORY FOR THE CONSERVATION OF ICONS, WOOD CARVINGS AND WOODEN ETHNOGRAPHIC OBJECTS ( Required Area: 220 m2 )
In this laboratory all icons, wood carvings, as well as wooden ethnographic objects, that belong to the existing collections/Museum/Exhibitions of the Department of Antiquities and Ancient Monuments will be
conserved.

No. of Individuals

No. of Spaces

@ m2

Total area in m2

Laboratory space

5

1

150

150

2.

Office of Head of laboratory

1

1

12

12

3.

Space for the collection of
objects with a room for
spraying and disinfection

1

46

46

4.

Room for the storage of materials

1

12

12

AN

Description

1.

For the laboratory space provisions need to be made for the following:
• Easy access to the laboratory from outside is important, as the large objects of large dimensions and volume will be transported to the laboratory, by motor and manual vehicles.
• The door needs to be wide and of great height but will need to adapt to normal size for daily use by the
staff, with the option for sliding panels to enable the loading and unloading of objects.
• A separate space for the collection of objects, with a dividing screen for the remaining laboratory is required.
This area is intended to be used for spraying and disinfection with appropriate equipment (see Paper, Fabric
and Paintings Laboratory). This space requires special systems for ventilation and air-conditioning.
• Natural light for the laboratory is also essential for the aesthetic restoration of icons.

•
•
•
•
•
•

The following equipment is necessary:
work benches,
central movable work-bench of adjustable height with a hydraulic system,
basins complying to the standards for laboratories
screen for the hanging of icons, and metal heavy-type shelves,
work-bench for carpentry works, with tools in easy reach, such as a saw etc.
Easel.
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6.6 LABORATORY FOR THE CONSERVATION OF PAPER, FABRIC AND PAINTINGS ( Required Area: 120 m2 )
In this laboratory all paper or fabric objects, as well as paintings that belong to the existing collections/Museums/Exhibitions of the Department of Antiquities will be conserved.

No. of Individuals

No. of Spaces

@ m2

Total area in m2

AN

Description

1.

Laboratory space

3

1

108

108

2.

Office of Head of laboratory

1

1

12

12

It is not essential to provide direct access from and to the outdoor areas, because the transported objects
are small in size.

@ m2

Main laboratory space

3

1

48

48

2.

Supervisor’s office

1

1

12

12

3.

Storage area

1

20

20

4.

Sampling and photography area

1

8

8

5.

Special equipment area

1

12

12

1.

Total area in m2

The main laboratory space should have the following:
• A working bench for 3 anthropologists to host computers and a printer.
• Examination tables (3 x 1 m) in the central space of the room.
• Two large drawer units for the skeletal reference collections (one drawer unit for the human skeletal
casts and one for the non-human skeletal reference samples).
• At least two laboratory sinks (both with hot and cold water).
• An emergency safety shower (drench shower).
• A laboratory dryer.
• Cabinets for storing analytical equipment (e.g., osteometric boards, sliding calipers/calipers, spreading
calipers, analytical scales, sieves, dental equipment, various plastic ware/glassware, adhesives, etc.), as
well as PPE (e.g., gloves, protective clothing, goggles, etc.).
• A small library cabinet.
Abrupt temperature and humidity changes should be avoided. Moisture levels should generally be kept
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PART D

No. of Spaces

Description

PART C

No. of Individuals

AN

PART B

6.7 LABORATORY FOR THE CONSERVATION OF SkELETAL COLLECTIONS ( Required Area: 100 m2 )
This laboratory is dedicated to the conservation of human and non-human skeletal collections that are currently kept at the Department of Antiquities, as well as collections from future archaeological excavations.

PART Α

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

A special room is required for disinfection that we would recommend for financial reasons to be adjacent
to the laboratory of wood carvings so that the same equipment can be used in both laboratories.
The following equipment is required:
large basin complying to special standards for laboratories 2 x 1.20 m,
curing facility 3 x 1.20 m (adjacent to basin),
press 2 x 1.60 m,
suction table 1.50 x 0.80 m,
lightbox,
work-bench 2 (1.5 x 2 m),
basin for the washing of hands,
drawer units 2 x 1.5 m

moderate (35-70%) and should certainly not exceed 85%. Direct sunlight should also be avoided, since ultraviolet light can damage skeletal remains. The laboratory should have a ceiling with daylight lighting.
In the storage area there should be two archive cabinets (for notes, skeletal reports, etc.), as well as fixed
metal shelving units for the temporary storage of boxes with skeletal remains.
A separate room for sampling remains is required (e.g., for genetic testing, isotopes, C14) that will contain
a fume hood and a small space dedicated for photographing samples. This area will have an emergency
eyewash station and a chemical storage cabinet for storing small quantities of chemicals.
The special equipment area will contain equipment for more specialized analyses (e.g., stereoscopes,
electron microscope, histology equipment, etc.).

6.8 LABORATORY OF CASTS AND REPLICAS ( Required Area: 200 m2 )
In this laboratory casts of ancient objects will be produced, from which replicas will be made for the purposes of study, display or sale.

No. of Individuals

No. of Spaces

@ m2

Total area in m2

Laboratory space

3

2

75

150

2.

Office of Head of laboratory

1

1

12

12

3.

Room for the storage of
conservation materials

2

19

38

AN

Description

1.

For the space of the laboratory provisions will need to be made for the following:
• Work-benches positioned all round and a movable central work-bench.
• The laboratory needs to be divided into two parts: (a) the space where “unclean” tasks will be performed
and (b) the “clean” space. The first space needs to be larger than the second.
• Lifting machine/system for the loading of casts.
• Special ventilation for the painting and suction of evaporative emissions in the area where “unclean” tasks
are carried out.
• System for the suction of dust over work-benches in the area where “unclean” tasks are carried out.
• In the area where “unclean” tasks are carried out, provisions must be made for the installation of a 3D
printer.
• Big basin (1.50 x 1 m) in the area where “unclean” tasks are carried out.
• Basin for hands in the “clean” area.

6.9 LABORATORY OF PHYSICOCHEMICAL ANALYSES ( Required Area: 200 m2 )
In this laboratory quantitative and qualitative analyses will be performed of samples of archaeological
finds or of materials such as stone, plaster, pigments and others. The laboratory of physicochemical analyses will meet the requirements for the exhibits of the museum.

No. of Individuals

No. of Spaces

@ m2

Total area in m2

2

2

75

150

Storage space

1

19

19

3.

x-ray room

1

19

19

4.

One office

1

12

12

AN

Description

1.

Laboratory space

2.
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1

This laboratory will need to be located near the laboratories for the conservation of the exhibits and will
also need to include benches positioned all round, as well as a basin complying to special requirements
for laboratories.
In the x-ray room there will be an x-ray machine; therefore the area must comply with all necessary regulations for the regular use of this machine (wall reinforcement etc.).

6.10 SPACE FOR THE SAFEkEEPING OF CONSUMABLES (CHEMICALS), OF HIGH SECURITY
( Required Area: 30 m2 )
For security purposes there will need to be a storage space for the safekeeping of chemical substances in
large quantities, either for single use by all laboratories (with internal partitioning), or for separate use by
each laboratory. This storage room will need to be of high security (fire safety, alarm and doors that will inhibit the spread of fire) and inside cupboards will be installed suitable for the safekeeping of chemicals.
PART Α

6.11 PHOTOGRAPHIC LABORATORY & ARCHIVE ( Required Area: 250 m2 )
The photographic laboratory is intended for the photographing objects and for the record-keeping of the
photographic archive.

1.

Studio space

2.

Photographers’ office

3.

Office of photographers’ assistant

4.

Storage space

5.

Archive

6.

Hygiene facility

No. of Individuals

No. of Spaces

@ m2

Total area in m2

1

50

3

1

16

1

1

12

2

1

16

16

1

148

148

1

8

8

PART C

Description

PART B
PART D

•
•
•
•
•

AN

AREA OF PHOTOGRAPHIC LABORATORy:
For the area of the photographic laboratory provisions need to be made for the following:
Access to the exhibition areas, to the conservation laboratories and store rooms.
Direct connection with the photographic archive.
Minimum height of 3.60 m.
Door with rolling panels measuring 3.60 x 3.60 m and a normal-sized door of 0.90m width.
Windows measuring 1.20 x 3 m, with plastic sun-protecting roller blinds.

STUDIO AREA
For the studio space provision needs to be made for the following:
• Work table and metal lift measuring 0.52 x 1 m with 4 sockets within easy reach.
• Special table for vertical photographing measuring 0.80 x 0.90 x 0.50 m with 4 sockets within easy reach.
• Many fluorescent lamps on the ceiling (suspended ceiling) for abundant lighting with white light
5000–5500 kelvin degrees (daylight).
STORAGE SPACE
For the central storage space provisions need to ensure that:
• cabinets and drawers with locks are provided measuring 0.90 x 0.60 x 1.80 m (width x depth x height).
OFFICES OF THE PHOTOGRAPHERS AND THE ASSISTANT PHOTOGRAPHER
For the offices of the photographers and their assistant, provision needs to be made for the following:
• offices equipped with internet connection, many sockets for a computer, external hard drives, printers etc.
• cabinets and drawers with locks 0.90 x 0.60 x 1.80 m (width x depth x height).
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6.12 DRAWING OFFICE & ARCHIVE
6.12.1 DRAWING OFFICE ( Required Area: 140 m2 )
In the drawing office all drawing work will be carried out with the use of computers concerning the drawing documentation and plotting of excavations, archaeological sites and monuments, as well as of ancient
vessels and other objects.

No. of Individuals

No. of Spaces

@ m2

Drawing Office space

8

4

16

64

2.

Space for the measuring and
drawing of ancient objects

4

2

16

32

3.

Office of Head

1

1

12

12

4.

Space for printers, scanners and
photocopying machines

1

16

16

6.

Storage room for consumables
used for the drawings office and
tools and topographical equipment
for the plotting of excavations and
archaeological sites.

1

16

16

AN

Description

1.

Total area in m2

The area of the drawing office and of the space for the measuring and drawing of ancient objects will be
partitioned to accommodate two people in such a way (partitioned walls with glass on their upper part) as
to ensure privacy for the effective conduct of work.
In every space, apart from the two offices of the draftspersons, there will be a drawings case and a free
table to allow the inspection of drawings.
All spaces of the drawings office, as well as the office of the head, will be equipped with cable connection
to the area of the printers and scanners and to the space of the server of the archive of the drawings office.
The area for measuring and drawing of ancient objects needs to have direct access to the store rooms.

6.12.2 ARCHIVE OF DRAWING OFFICE ( Required Area: 150 m2 )
In the Drawing office all the plans of excavations, archaeological sites, ancient monuments and ancient objects will be stored and filed.

AN

Description

1.

Area for the storage of drawings

2.

Office of Head

3.

Area of central server

No. of Spaces

@ m2

1

110

110

1

1

12

12

1

1

28

28

No. of Individuals

Total area in m2

The office of the Head will be equipped with cable connection to the area of the printers and scanners, and
to the area of the central server.
In the area of the central server there will be constant air-conditioning.
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7. STORE ROOMS

( Required Area: 5.500 m2 )

The area of the store rooms will need to have a controlled environment, which can be achieved only if the
store rooms are insulated from external elements (light, air). For this reason monitoring systems for
emissions, humidity, temperature and light will need to be installed. Every store room will have a separate
central vacuum cleaning system.
The store rooms need not be located in a single space, or even on the same floor. It is important, however,
to consider what will be kept on each level, which means that big objects must not be transported using
staircases etc. There must be room for the personnel working in the store rooms with suitable lighting
and ventilation (natural if possible).

AN

Description

1.

Area for the collection of finds

No. of Individuals

PART Α

7.1 AREA FOR THE COLLECTION OF FINDS ( Required Area: 150 m2 )
In this area finds are collected and are temporarily kept before they are conserved, displayed or stored.

No. of Spaces

@ m2

Total area in m2

1

150

150

PART B

•

PART D

•
•
•

For the space of the collection of finds, provision will need to be made for the following:
Specially designed external entrance.
Access to the store rooms, laboratories and lifts for weights.
Possibility of access by a whole truck.
Large electrical gate sliding up and down measuring 4.00 4.00 m that leads to the unloading platform
with a normal-sized door of 1 m width.
Unloading platform of adaptable height (0.30 to 1.00 m) from the motion level of the truck.
Possibility for the movement of pallet trucks and wheelbarrows.
Provision of cabinets with equipment and materials for packaging and unpacking of boxes, as well as
moving shelves for the temporary safekeeping of finds.
Provision of strict security measures and monitoring of space.

PART C

•
•
•
•

7.2 PACkAGING AREA ( Required Area: 100 m2 )
In this area the packaging and unpacking of objects will take place, constructions (bases) will be assembled or prepared for exhibition purposes.

•
•
•
•

AN

Description

1.

Assembling space

No. of Individuals

No. of Spaces

@ m2

Total area in m2

1

100

100

For this space provisions will need to be made for the following:
Storage space for the safekeeping of material required for operations taking place in the area.
Large work-benches.
To be in direct proximity to the area for the collection of finds.
Access to all laboratories and their corresponding store rooms.

7.3. SPECIAL PERMANENT STORE ROOMS OF ANTIqUITIES ( Required Area: 4.350 m2 )
There will be 4 permanent special store rooms. These store rooms are:
1. Store room for organic materials.
2. Store room for metals.
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3. Store room for ceramics, sculpture.
4. Store room for mosaics, wall-paintings and casts.

•
•
•
•
•
•
•

For the section of permanent store rooms, provisions will need to be made for the following:
To be located near the laboratories and to have direct access (horizontal or vertical) to them.
To ensure for adequate shock absorption in the construction of spaces and in storage systems.
Main doors measuring 3.60 x 3.60 m.
Movement of pallet truck.
Modern sliding shelves/drawers/storage spaces for saving space.
For electronic search of objects (provision for a computer).
Special systems for environmental monitoring (emissions, humidity, temperature, lighting, etc.), that must
work on a 24-hour basis

7.3.1 STORAGE ROOM FOR ORGANIC MATERIALS
AN

Description

1.

Storage room space

No. of Individuals

No. of Spaces

@ m2

Total area in m2

2

150

300

No. of Spaces

@ m2

Total area in m2

3

150

450

No. of Spaces

@ m2

Total area in m2

7.3.2 STORAGE ROOM FOR METALS
AN

Description

1.

Storage room space

No. of Individuals

7.3.3 STORAGE ROOM FOR CERAMICS, SCULPTURE
AN

Description

No. of Individuals

1.

Room for the storage of material
from systematic excavations

1

2200

4.

Room for the storage of material
from rescue excavations

1

1100

7.3.4 STORAGE ROOM FOR MOSAICS, WALL-PAINTINGS AND CASTS

AN

Description

1.

Storage room space

No. of Individuals

No. of Spaces

@ m2

Total area in m2

2

150

300

7.4 VAULT (STRONG ROOM) ( Required Area: 300 m2 )
This is a space intended for the safekeeping of small precious objects, such as jewellery, statuettes, coins,
cylinder-seals/seals etc. In the same space archives, excavation diaries, and old archives of the Department will also be stored and for that reason provision will need to be made to ensure special environmental conditions, suitable for paper and other materials stored in the space (jewellery, coins etc.).
No. of Spaces

@ m2

Total area in m2

Vault space

1

284

284

Double anteroom (strong room)

2

8

AN

Description

1.
2.
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No. of Individuals

16

•
•
•
•
•
•

For this space provisions will need to be made for the following:
Steel-plated door that unlocks with a combination.
Security system and treasury specifications.
Special store rooms, suitable for any kind of material.
Specialised equipment.
Computer for quick search.
Air-conditioning, ventilation for the maintenance of environmental parameters.

7.5 STORE ROOM FOR CONSERVATION EqUIPMENT
In this store room the materials and maintenance tools that are used by the crews of the conservators will
be kept (for wall paintings, wood carvings, mosaics). Provisions need to be made for the operation of a
single space that is partitioned accordingly. This space should have easy access to the outside for loading/unloading.

Description

1.

Store room space

No. of Individuals

@ m2

Total area in m2

1

200

200

No. of Spaces

@ m2

Total area in m2

2

25

PART B

No. of Spaces

7.6 STORE ROOM FOR GARDENING EqUIPMENT
In this store room gardening equipment and fertilisers will be stored.

Description

1.

Store room space

No. of Individuals

50

AN

Description

1.

Store room space

No. of Individuals

No. of Spaces

@ m2

5

10

Total area in m2
50

7.8 ROOM FOR THE STORAGE OF THE ARCHIVE OF THE MUSEUM
In this space the books of inventories, surveys, case lists, catalogues of permanent and periodical exhibitions, the private collections etc. will be stored in suitable shelves, closets etc. Provisions will need to be
made for security and protection from fire, flood, theft etc. Entry to this room must be monitored.

AN

Description

1.

Room space

No. of Individuals

No. of Spaces

@ m2

2

25

Total area in m2
50

7.9 RESEARCHERS’ ROOM
This space needs to be separate from the storage area, but at the same time accessible from the store
rooms, spacious enough to accommodate 10 individuals, and to have lighting and ventilation for the protection of objects. Private spaces, wide tables, computers and the office of the individual who will be supervising the researchers and will supply them with the objects requested for study are required.
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PART D

7.7 STORE ROOM FOR CLEANING EqUIPMENT AND MATERIALS
In this store room cleaning equipment and materials will be stored for the cleaning of the Museum areas
(vacuum cleaners, brooms, mops, etc.).

PART C

AN

PART Α

AN

AN

Description

1.

Space for researchers’ room

No. of Individuals

No. of Spaces

@ m2

10

1

80

Total area in m2
80

7.10 GENERAL STORAGE AREA FOR THE PUBLICATIONS AND SHOP ITEMS ( Required Area: 170 m2 )
In this space all the publications of the Department of Antiquities and the products that are available for
sale at the local gift-shops of the Department will be stored.
This store room needs to be exceptionally spacious and adequate provisions are required for all categories of objects to be arranged appropriately and to be equipped with appropriate storage space
(shelves, closets) in the most economical way possible. Provisions will also need to be made for the security of the storage room primarily from theft. The personnel that work in the shops of the Museum must
have easy access to the store room (including hours when the Museum is closed to the public).

AN

Description

1.

Store room space

2.

Office of Head

No. of Individuals

@ m2

Total area in m2

2

75

150

1

20

20

No. of Spaces

2

8. AUXILIARY FUNCTIONS
8.1 FIRST AID ( Required Area: 52 m2 )
Space for providing first aid to the visitors and staff of the Museum.
This space will need to be accessed indirectly but easily through the main entrance, the staff entrance, and
by ambulance through the emergency entrance.
In the First Aid area rails will need to be installed on the ceiling in order to partition three examination
areas (8 m2 total) that will be separated/cut off with the use of special curtains sliding on the rails. All examination areas will be furnished with a special hospital bed. Oxygen-supply equipment attached on the
wall will be available in each examination space, as well as suction equipment, quick automatic sanitation
system, pressure system supplying air of 3bar, sphygmomanometer and a powerful medical examination
lamp with adjustable extension. Every space will be furnished with a sink, a closet, whereas in the First
Aid space there will be sanitary areas for men, women and people with special needs.

8.2 MUSEUM SECURITY ( Required Area: 2 offices x 16 m2 )
Two offices will be necessary for surveillance with the use of cameras/screens for indoor and outdoor
spaces.
Offices will be equipped with a fire-detecting and fire-fighting system, for the switchboards, a closed-circuit monitor and computer. The area will be kept under 24-hour surveillance by armed guards, who will
be responsible for the external security of the building.
Provisions will need to be made for the installation of a sanitary area at the site.

8.3 GUARDROOM OF STAFF ENTRANCE OF OUTER ENCLOSURE ( Required Area: 16 m2 )
This guardroom of the staff entrance will enable the monitoring of staff accessing the store rooms, laboratories and the parking area of the staff. Truck vehicles transporting finds, materials and supplies for the
restaurant-cafeteria and the Museum gift-shop will also be undergoing security checks.
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A desk, a computer and a monitor constantly displaying the traffic flow at the security check points will
also be required at the site. A sanitary area is also essential. The guard will need to have access to the
control panel regarding security and fire-fighting operations for the whole space.

9. LANDSCAPING
Special attention is required for the landscaping of the outdoor areas of the New Cyprus Museum. It is expected that they will function as a natural extension of other open public spaces around the site. A general
Master Plan should be proposed for the landscaping of the entire site, differentiating between the two construction phases. Special importance should be given to the way in which the proposal responds to the
urban context.

PART B

The lighting of outdoor areas will need to be planned in such a way as to enhance and outline the building/s, the green areas, the plaza and the areas for the traffic and parking of vehicles. Lighting will also
need to be adequate to guide pedestrians moving around the site, as well as people with special needs.

PART Α

The outdoor areas will need to be formed and landscaped, providing for urban public space (plaza, pedestrian flow etc.), connecting the site both to the immediate surroundings and the wider area. It is important
to retain and enhance green areas.

10. PARKING AREAS

PART D
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PART C

The parking area to be created will serve the visitors and the staff of both the Museum and the Department of Antiquities. There should be two different parking areas: in Phase A of construction, an open air
parking area will be created on the south side of the plot for 70 vehicles and an underground parking
space for 100 vehicles which will not be located below the Museum and should not have direct access to it.
In addition, 10 places will need to be provided for the parking of buses, 5 spaces for taxis and 50 spaces
for bicycles and motorcycles. In Phase B of construction, an underground parking area of 200 vehicles
with a separate entrance for the staff of the Department of Antiquities and the visitors will be constructed.

11. IMPLEMENTATION OF THE BUILDING PROGRAMME
The project will be implemented in two phases, as shown below. The design should allow for the efficient
operation of the new Cyprus Museum upon completion of Phase A.
The two phases include the following spaces:
Phase A
Main entrance
Restaurant-Cafeteria
Gift shop
Educational Programmes
Permanent exhibition
Periodical exhibitions
Museum administration offices
Museum Support staff
Laboratories
Storerooms and other relevant spaces
First Aid
Security room
External security
Total (without the main entrance)

Landscaping Phase A (according to proposal)
Underground car park (100 spaces)
Open air parking area (according to paragraph 10)

--- m2
400 m2
240 m2
220 m2
4000 m2
1000 m2
600 m2
50 m2
2150 m2
5500 m2
52 m2
32 m2
16 m2
14.260 m2

≈ 2800 m² allocated area

THE ABOVE AREAS DO NOT INCLUDE CIRCULATION, COMMON AREAS AND/OR OTHER AUxILIARy SPACES (PLANT ROOMS, WALL
THICkNESSES, RAMPS ETC.).

Phase A should also include external works, such as site clearance and parking area (see Part C1.3).
Phase A areas can be part of one or more buildings.
Phase B
Conference Hall
Library
Offices of the Department of Antiquities
Total

Landscaping Phase B
Restoration of existing historical building
Underground car park (200 spaces)

400 m2
680 m2
1236 m2
2316 m²

350m2
≈ 5600 m² allocated area

THE ABOVE AREAS DO NOT INCLUDE CIRCULATION, COMMON AREAS AND/OR OTHER AUxILIARy SPACES (PLANT ROOMS, WALL
THICkNESSES, RAMPS ETC.).
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Appendices

The audio-visual material refers to a documentary concerning the history of the existing Cyprus Museum.

PART B

The film portrays the creation of the first archaeological museum of Cyprus in the late 19th century in
Lefkosia (Nicosia), and the later establishment of the Cyprus Museum in the early 20th century. Enriched
with archival material of the time, the film depicts the historical development of the island by presenting
archaeological sites and finds of archaeological excavations, which are exhibited in the halls of the Cyprus
Museum, and cover the period from the early years of human presence on the island (10th millennium BC)
until the Roman period.

PART Α

APPENDIX B.1: AUDIO-VISUAL MATERIAL (“THE CYPRUS MUSEUM”)

PART C

Direction: George koumouros
Duration: 43’
year of Production: 2014
Producer: Cyprus Pedagogical Institute

PART D

This documentary can be viewed through the official internet site of the Department of Antiquities at the
following link:
Greek version: ΤΟ ΚΥΠΡΙΑΚΟ ΜΟΥΣΕΙΟ
http://www.mcw.gov.cy/mcw/da/da.nsf/All/4D3CBED9569C1B9BC22573B5003B867B?OpenDocument
http://paragoges.pi.ac.cy/?video=444
English version: THE CyPRUS MUSEUM
http://www.mcw.gov.cy/mcw/da/da.nsf/All/67084F17382CF201C2257199001FE4AD?OpenDocument
http://paragoges.pi.ac.cy/?video=445
The CD of “The Cyprus Museum” is available at the Cyprus Museum Shop in Lefkosia (Nicosia), for the
price of €15.
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APPENDIX B.2: PUBLICATION (EXHIBITION CATALOGUE, “ANCIENT
CYPRUS, CULTURES IN DIALOGUE”, 2012)
The exhibition “Ancient Cyprus: Cultures in Dialogue”, organised by the Department of Antiquities within
the framework of Cyprus’ Presidency of the Council of the European Union, was presented at the Royal
Museums of Art and History, Brussels (31 October 2012-10 March 2013).
The exhibition catalogue “Ancient Cyprus, Cultures in Dialogue” was published by the Department of Antiquities in 2012, in three languages: English, French, and Dutch. A hard-copy of the exhibition catalogue in
English and French is available at the Cyprus Museum Shop in Lefkosia (Nicosia), for the price of €31,65.
Also, the English version of the exhibition catalogue can be viewed (at low resolution) through the official
internet site of the Department of Antiquities at the following link:
http://www.mcw.gov.cy/mcw/da/da.nsf/DMLindex_en/DMLindex_en?OpenDocument
http://www.mcw.gov.cy/mcw/da/da.nsf/DMLindex_gr/DMLindex_gr?OpenDocument
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